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APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION OF TOWN OR VILLAGE GREENS 

THE COMMONS ACT 2006 
THE COMMONS (REGISTRATION OF TOWN OR VILLAGE GREENS) 

(INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2007 

(TIMESCALE - the entire process can take about a year) 

OUTLINE PROCEDURE 

An application to register land as a town or village green (TVG) can be made by anybody 
on any land. The effect of registration is that the land can only ever be used as a town or 
village green. 

1. If anyone enquires about how to make an application to register a TVG they are sent a
letter referring them to DEFRA, and to the Open Spaces Society as all the information they
need is available on these websites.

2. Receipt of application:
On receipt of application Form 44, the Commons Registration Authority (CRA) allocates an
application number, stamps the application using the CRA stamp and sends a letter
acknowledging receipt together with the notice giving the reference number.

3. The CRA checks the application documents:
Ensures the form complies with the Regulations and is procedurally correct, relevant sections
are completed, all supporting documents referred to are present, and that the plan complies
with Regulation 10. It then gives preliminary consideration (Regulation 5(4)) to the application
and to the evidence and reaches a decision as to whether to:

(a) reject the application at this stage due to it being incomplete or not in compliance
with the regulations;

(b) reject the application at this stage based on the evidence;
(c) call for additional information;
(d) proceed with the application.

Before any application is rejected under clause 3(a) the applicant will be given a reasonable 
opportunity of taking action to put the application in order. Before any application is rejected 
under clause (3)(b) the applicant will be given a reasonable opportunity to put forward further 
evidence or arguments which the CRA will then consider. The CRA will give reasons for the 
rejection under clause 3(b) to the applicant. If the applicant does not accept the CRA rejection 
the application will be referred to PROWG by the CRA. Having considered the report of the 
CRA and any representations from the applicant PROWG may decide to allow the application 
to proceed to the full process or confirm the rejection. 

4. Publicity:
(a) any known owner, potential objector or other interested party to be served with
notice;
(b) notice posted at site, if reasonably practicable;
(c) notice published in newspaper;
(d) relevant ward Councillors notified;
(e) copy of application papers on deposit at the Council House
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(f) notice published on Council's website.

5. Any objections are referred to the applicant (Regulation 6(3)) for comment. If necessary,
the CRA will ask for any further information or documents to enable the application to be
determined.

6. All applications will be determined in accordance with the legal test set out in the
Commons Act 2006 and as soon as possible after the date by which statements of objection
to an application have been required to be submitted (regulation 6(1)).

a)  Straight-forward cases where there is no significant conflict of evidence, or no .
significant objection will be dealt with on the paperwork. The decision will be taken
by the delegated officer (strategic director of corporate services) or PROWG as
appropriate. Whether or not an independent inspector needs to be appointed prior to
determination, particularly where the Council is the landowner, is a matter for
PROWG.

b) In other cases there will be a public inquiry, ie. a hearing, open to the public, where
both sides are able to present their evidence and make representations. Depending
on the circumstances and the nature of the case, the inquiry will be heard by either a
council legal officer, PROWG (or a sub-committee of PROWG) with advice from a
council legal officer, or an independent legally-qualified inspector. Where the Council
is landowner the inquiry will be conducted by an independent legally-qualified inspector
otherwise PROWG will decide who is to conduct the inquiry.

c) Whoever is holding the inquiry may carry out a site visit during the inquiry process. The
parties are normally invited to attend the site visit but are not permitted to make any
further representations.

d) Following an inquiry hearing, there will be a report to PROWG summarising the
evidence and facts with a recommendation as to whether or not the application should
be accepted. This report will be prepared as follows:

o Where the inquiry is held by a council legal officer, by that officer;
o • Where the inquiry is held by a committee (either PROWG or its sub- 

committee), by the council legal officer who advised the committee; 
o Where the inquiry is held by an inspector, by that inspector.

e) Following an inquiry, the application will be determined by PROWG on the basis of the
report prepared at stage d) above.

When conducting an inquiry, which is a quasi judicial process, the CRA will ensure that.the 
rules of natural justice are met. 

8. Applicants and objectors are informed of the decision.

9. Application papers are returned to unsuccessful applicants, or land is registered in the case
of successful applications.

30 March 2012 
JD5.349 



FORM 44 

Commons Act 2006: Section 15 

Application for the registration of land as a Town or 
Village Green 

Official stamp of registration authority 
indicating valid date of receipt: 

Application number: 

Register unit No(s): 

VG number allocated at registration: 

(CRA to complete only if application is successful) 

Applicants are advised to read the 'Guidance Notes for the completion of an Application for the Registration of 
land as a Town or Village Green' and to note the following: 

• All applicants should complete questions 1-6 and 10-11.

• Applicants applying for registration under section 15( 1) of the 2006 Act should, in addition, complete questions 7-8.
Section 15( 1) enables any person to apply to register land as a green where the criteria for registration in section
15(2), (3) or (4) apply.

• Applicants applying for voluntary registration under section 15(8) should, in addition, complete question 9.

l'lote 1 

Insert name of 
registration 
authority. 

1. Registration Authority

To the 

Bristol City Council 
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Note 2 

If there is more than 
one applicant, list all 
names. Please use a 
separate sheet if 
necessary. State the 
full title of the 
organisation if a body 
corporate or 
unincorporate. 

If question 3 is not 
completed all 
correspondence and 
notices will be sent to 
the first named 
applicant. 

Note3 

This question should 
be completed if a 
solicitor is instructed 
for the purposes of the 
application. If so all 
correspondence and 
notices will be sent to 
the person or firm 

'med here. 

2. Name and address of the applicant

Name: [  (and 3 others - see separate sheet)

Full postal address: 

Telephone number: I(incl. national dialling code) 

Fax number: I
(incl. national dialling code) 

E-mail address: I

Postcode 

N/A 

3. Name and address of solicitor, if any

Name: I 
Firm: I 

Full postal address: 

Telephone number: j 
(incl. national dialling code) 

Fax number: 
, I(incl. national dialling code) 

E-mail address: I 

Post code 

I 

I 

I 



















On Fri, Sep 1, 2023 at 11:35 AM Anne Nugent <Anne.Nugent3@bristol.gov.uk> wrote:

Dear Mr Ahmed

I write further to my colleague’s email of 18th August. 

Your CA16 application to register a landowner statement dated 18th August 2023 post-
dates the TVG application, dated 21st September 2022. As a consequence, it does not
create a trigger event in accordance with the relevant legislation. As you know the
application has been advertised on the application land and it has also been advertised on
the Council’s website. Interested parties which includes the owner have been given until
13th September 2023 to respond. A map of the site is at Appendix 1.  Thereafter the
Commons Registration Authority (CRA) will send any responses received to the
Applicants and make a decision on how the Application should be dealt with in
accordance with the outline procedure at Appendix 2.

Regards
Anne Nugent (for CRA)

Solicitor/Team Manager
Legal Services (CH)
Bristol City Council
College Green
Bristol, BS1 5TR
P O Box 3399 Bristol BS1 9NE
DX 7827 Bristol
e mail: anne.nugent3@bristol.gov.uk

From: Tom Dunsdon 
Sent: 18 August 2023 19:22
To: 
Subject: RE: Land at Ridgehill Henleaze Bristol TVG Application (RL01.51)

Dear Mr Ahmed

Thank you for your email with your response to the TVG Application. I will send the
response the Applicants and give them a reasonable time to respond.

 However, I have been told by the Applicants that unfortunately the Notices were placed
on the wrong site ;  they were posted at the Golden Hill Sports and Social Club, rather
than on the land at Ridgehill . Please accept my apologies for this error.  I have therefore
had to re-publish the Notice and have them re-posted on the correct site. This has now
been done. I attach photographs showing where the Notice have been posted on the



land.

I will also re-publish the Notice on the Council’s website.

I attach a copy of the re-published Notice and have allowed until 13th September 2023
for any objectors to the application to send me their objections.

Once I receive a response from the Applicants, I will be in contact.

Yours sincerely

Tom Dunsdon
Solicitor
Litigation Regulatory Community Team
Legal Services |City Hall
Address: Bristol City Council, Legal Services (CH), PO Box 3399 Bristol BS1 9NE
DX:7827 Bristol

email: tom.dunsdon@bristol.gov.uk

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Privileged and/or confidential information may be contained in
this message and any attachments ("this Email").  If you are not the intended addressee
(or responsible for the delivery of this Email), you may not copy or deliver this Email to
anyone and you should instead destroy it and are requested to notify the sender of your
receipt of the Email immediately.  No warranty is given that this Email is free from
viruses and/or that this Email or any reply is secure from interception/corruption.  Any
opinions, recommendations and other information which do not relate to official
business of Bristol City Council are included in this Email on the basis that they are
personal to the sender and are neither given nor endorsed by Bristol City Council.

Fro> 
Sent: 18 August 2023 16:00
To: Tom Dunsdon <tom.dunsdon@bristol.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Land at Ridgehill Henleaze Bristol







Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ournews
Consultations: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/consult
Privacy Notice: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/about-our-website/privacy

Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ournews
Consultations: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/consult
Privacy Notice: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/about-our-website/privacy
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From: Tom Dunsdon  
Sent: 15 September 2023 12:13 
To: 'Mushtaq Ahmed' 
Subject: RE: Land at Ridgehill Henleaze Bristol (RL01.51) 

Dear Mr Ahmed 

Thank you for your emails. 

As you are aware,  section 15C(1) of the Commons 2006 Act  (the Act) excludes the right to 
apply to register land as a Town or Village Green under section 15 (1) of the Act when a 
prescribed event, known as a ‘trigger event’, as set out in Schedule 1A of the Act , has 
occurred within the planning system in relation to that land. 

From the information you have provided,  a planning application was submitted by you via 
the planning portal on 18th August 2023.  

Your application post- dates the TVG application dated 16th September 2022 and received 
by the Commons Registration Authority on 21st September 2022.  Therefore,  at the time of 
the TVG application,  a trigger event had not occurred, and the right to make such an 
application under section 15 (1) has not been excluded.  

I hope this clarifies the issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Tom Dunsdon 
Solicitor 
Litigation Regulatory Community Team 
Legal Services |City Hall  
Address: Bristol City Council, Legal Services (CH), PO Box 3399 Bristol BS1 9NE 
DX:7827 Bristol 

email: tom.dunsdon@bristol.gov.uk 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Privileged and/or confidential information may be contained in this 
message and any attachments ("this Email").  If you are not the intended addressee (or 
responsible for the delivery of this Email), you may not copy or deliver this Email to anyone 
and you should instead destroy it and are requested to notify the sender of your receipt of 
the Email immediately.  No warranty is given that this Email is free from viruses and/or that 
this Email or any reply is secure from interception/corruption.  Any opinions, 
recommendations and other information which do not relate to official business of Bristol 
City Council are included in this Email on the basis that they are personal to the sender and 
are neither given nor endorsed by Bristol City Council. 

30 October 2023 
RL01.51











From: Tom Dunsdon  
Sent: 15 September 2023 12:13 
To: '  
Subject: RE: Land at Ridgehill Henleaze Bristol (RL01.51) 

Dear Mr Ahmed 

Thank you for your emails. 

As you are aware,  section 15C(1) of the Commons 2006 Act  (the Act) excludes the right to 
apply to register land as a Town or Village Green under section 15 (1) of the Act when a 
prescribed event, known as a ‘trigger event’, as set out in Schedule 1A of the Act , has 
occurred within the planning system in relation to that land. 

From the information you have provided,  a planning application was submitted by you via 
the planning portal on 18th August 2023.  

Your application post- dates the TVG application dated 16th September 2022 and received 
by the Commons Registration Authority on 21st September 2022.  Therefore,  at the time of 
the TVG application,  a trigger event had not occurred, and the right to make such an 
application under section 15 (1) has not been excluded.  

I hope this clarifies the issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Tom Dunsdon 
Solicitor 
Litigation Regulatory Community Team 
Legal Services |City Hall  
Address: Bristol City Council, Legal Services (CH), PO Box 3399 Bristol BS1 9NE 
DX:7827 Bristol 

email: tom.dunsdon@bristol.gov.uk 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Privileged and/or confidential information may be contained in this 
message and any attachments ("this Email").  If you are not the intended addressee (or 
responsible for the delivery of this Email), you may not copy or deliver this Email to anyone 
and you should instead destroy it and are requested to notify the sender of your receipt of 
the Email immediately.  No warranty is given that this Email is free from viruses and/or that 
this Email or any reply is secure from interception/corruption.  Any opinions, 
recommendations and other information which do not relate to official business of Bristol 
City Council are included in this Email on the basis that they are personal to the sender and 
are neither given nor endorsed by Bristol City Council. 

30 October 2023 
RL01.51
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Comments for Planning Application 23/03248/F

Application Summary

Application Number: 23/03248/F

Address: Land Adjacent To 31 Ridgehill Bristol BS9 4SB

Proposal: Erection of detached dwelling.

Case Officer: null

Customer Details

Name: Not Available

Address: Not Available

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:I have lived in Ridgehill for 38 years, a minute's walk away from the plot and use it daily

on my walks. Over that time it has been used as a village green by local residents and a

connection from Ridgehill/Sates Way to the paths running to Tesco, The Crescent and Dyrham

Close for many members of the public. The first barbecue was held in 1988 and nearly every year

since. Note that the area was marked on the original plans as a 'Public Open Space'.

The plot has always been well maintained by local volunteers. The grass is cut regularly, flower

tubs have been purchased and are looked after and fallen leaves cleared. Paths of chippings have

been laid to avoid the mud which would otherwise accumulate. Twice a year a group effort is

made to tidy the area, trimming bushes and removing accumulated debris. Local children have

added to the area's natural beauty by painting stones and a large collection of these is now on

display.

Access to the plot is severely restricted. Ridgehill terminates abruptly and there is only a small

place where cars can turn. On the plan this is now to be used as a drive for the house. The strip of

land between the plot and Ridgehill is owned by No 30 which means the only legal vehicular

access is via the current turning place. So construction would cause enormous disruption to

residents in Ridgehill.

Another concern is the proposed path between the house and the fence on the south side of the

plot. The planned width is 1.2m. There is a large tree in this path which will apparently remain.

Given the high number of people that cross the plot daily, many with bicycles, buggies or prams

this must be a safety hazard. The tree produces a huge number of leaves which fall each autumn

which will make any path slippery and dangerous and could block it completely. How then will the

path be maintained? Will it be lit? Such a narrow path with potentially high walls raises security

worries too.

Appendix 11



Given the value of this area to local residents over very many years I strongly object to it being

taken away from us and ask the Council to please reject the landowner's application.



Response to Ridgehill Objection 

Reading through the objection it seems to be based on his/her opinion that 

1. Only a small minority group of people were involved.

2. There is insufficient evidence for the application.

Taking the points in order, he/she states 

‘They have not sought the opinion of all immediate residents in the 

vicinity or wider area, this is a minority group, if you were not a member 

of the neighbour hood watch, I doubt you would know what the plans were/are 

for this space.’ 

This is actually untrue. The local neighbourhood watch covers 127 houses, more than 120 of which 

are members of the local Golden Ridge Neighbourhood Watch (GRNW). (The non-members are 

mainly rented properties). All of Sates Way and Ridgehill are in the GRNW area. The statements in 

our application were obtained from GRNW members in response to emails or letters sent to all 

members, the first in February 2022 and a follow up in April 2022. These clearly explained our plan 

to make the application and requested statements that would be used to back it up. Far from being 

a ‘minority group’ the local neighbourhood watch covers the vast majority of residents. He/she also 

states that ‘There is nothing in the deeds to my house that say this is public 

open space’ which may well be true but, as we pointed out in our application, the plans which 

were passed for the development DO show this precisely as a ‘Public Open Space’. 

On the second point he/she actually confirms that at least one local event takes place annually and 

that the route through the picnic area has been established in use for at least 20 years. But to say 

‘The space is not used for anything else other than a walk way’  is also untrue. 

The area is kept tidy, grass cut and maintained, bushes trimmed, paths maintained and plant tubs 

purchased, filled and looked after, all of which involves much activity. There is also a large and 

growing collection of painted stones contributed by local children.  

We feel that these comments are not really grounds for objection to an application being made – 

whether or not there is sufficient evidence is for the council to decide. 

The final paragraph about no parking signs is irrelevant. This was done by local residents, it is not 

part of the picnic area and has nothing to do with our application. 
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